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THE   LAND   OF   THE   LAMAS

ground is frozen and hard, and to take a circuitous one,
which brought u's on to the Bayan gol nearly twenty miles
east of that village. This river, the largest of the Ts'ai-



dam, was over two hundred yards wide where we crossed
it, a shallow and turgid stream, ft owing on a bed of soft
red mud, through which we experienced considerable diffi-